
Where does 
the water 
come from?

Water Treatment Plants

• About 85% of the water in Las Vegas Wash 
comes from the North Las Vegas, Las 
Vegas, and Clark County facilities upstream 
of the Nature Preserve

• The Henderson WTP discharges into the 
Wash further downstream

• Water in the Nature Preserve comes straight 
from the Clark County Water Reclamation 
District facility --- which includes the white 
tower you can see from the Nature Center –
and contains highly treated wastewater that 
is safe for wildlife but not suitable for 
humans



Where does 
the water 
come from?

What about the rest of the water?

Everything that goes down storm drains, 
like when you wash your car or water 
your lawn, is urban runoff. This, as well as 
stormwater and shallow ground water, 
also enter the Las Vegas Wash.



Why is there so 
much trash in 
the water?

All of Las Vegas Valley’s washes and 
channels ultimately drain into the Las 
Vegas Wash. This includes every storm drain 
and roadside channel, because Wetlands 
Park is the lowest point in elevation in the 
valley.

Weirs (structures in the water to slow the 
water down) help prevent the trash and 
pollutants from continuing downstream into 
Lake Mead and our drinking water supply.



Why isn’t the 
trash removed 
more often?

Several times a year agency partners 
and contractors address the trash

Every rainstorm delivers more, and it is 
constantly replenishing.

Removing trash from the water requires 
heavy equipment and is expensive. It’s 
unsafe for staff/volunteers to attempt to 
remove trash from the fast-flowing water 
by hand



Where
can I fish?

The entire Las Vegas Wash is closed to 
fishing by the state of Nevada. The 
water contains highly treated 
wastewater and untreated urban 
runoff. It is not intended for human 
contact or consumption.

To find out where you can fish, visit 
www.ndow.org/Fish/Where_To_Fish/ or just go to 
NDOW.org and click Fishing on the menu

http://www.ndow.org/Fish/Where_To_Fish/


Why can’t I 
ride my bike 
in the 
Nature 
Preserve?

Bikes aren’t safe for pedestrians in the 
Nature Preserve.

• The trails were not built for multi-use.

• There are no shoulders for pedestrians to 
step out of the way.

• Sightlines  not clear.

• Often large groups, school groups, and 
families with small children are walking and 
stopping frequently.



Where can I 
ride my bike?

Check out the loop trail.

• Starting at Neighborhood Park, near the 
intersection of Tropicana and Broadbent, 
the paved Wetlands Loop Trail will take you 
all the way to Lake Las Vegas. 

• Please be aware, there are several very 
steep sections and no shade for most of the 
route on the north side of the Wash. 

• The Wetlands Loop Trail is part of the 
growing Vegas Valley Rim trail system and 
will connect you with other valley cycling 
trails, including the Flamingo Arroyo Trail, 
the River Mountains Loop trail, and City of 
Henderson bike trails.

Please note, the Loop Trail 
is not completed/not 
paved between Pabco
Trailhead and Wetlands 
Park Lane. This area has 
some rough terrain and 
sections subject to 
flooding. Hikers and 
mountain bikers may use 
the entire loop but you 
may encounter mud.



Why can’t 
I bring my 
dog into 
the Nature 
Preserve?

The Nature Preserve is a special place, 
set aside for wildlife. 
The presence of dogs and their scents 
can impact wildlife and decrease the 
possibility of spotting wild animals. 



Where 
can I 
bring my 
dog?

• Dogs are welcome everywhere except the 
Nature Preserve – the Loop Trail, including 
Neighborhood Park, Duck Creek Trailhead, 
Pabco Trailhead, Wells Trailhead, and 
Sunrise Trailhead. 

• Dogs must be on leash at all times.

• Duck Creek Trailhead in particular is dog 
friendly, with a special doggie drinking 
fountain.

Note: In 2020-2021, drinking fountains are
currently turned off due to the pandemic.



Who paid for 
this place?

• Clark County voters approved a bond 
measure to create the park in 1991. An 
additional bond measure was passed in 
2001. 

• Significant funding, including building the 
Nature Center and purchasing the Exhibit 
Hall exhibits as well as improving the 
Trailheads, came from the Southern Nevada 
Public Lands Management Act (SNPLMA). 
SNPLMA is a federal law that allows the sale 
of public lands in Nevada, with the proceeds 
designated for community and conservation 
projects within Nevada. 

• Daily operations are funded by Clark County.



Are there 
dangerous 
animals in the 
park?

• Wetlands Park is home to many species of 
wildlife, including snakes, coyotes, and 
other predators. 

• Typically, they will move away from you as 
soon as they see you. If a coyote seems 
bold and unafraid, NDOW recommends 
“hazing” them by shouting, clapping, etc.

• Most snakes in the park are non-venomous. 
There are rattlesnakes, however, although 
they are rarely spotted.

Never attempt to corner, catch, touch, or feed any wild 
animal. Take photos from a safe distance. If you are in a 
dog-friendly area of the park, always keep your dog on 
leash and close to you.



Why can’t I 
feed the 
birds or other 
wildlife?

Nature provides everything wild animals 
needs to survive. In fact, feeding is unhealthy 
and can directly lead to illness and injury. 
Feeding wild animals:
• Provides poor nutrition and can lead to malnutrition
• Causes wild birds and animals to lose their fear of 

people and seek out populated areas, including near 
roadways and homes

• Can cause aggression and dependence
• In waterfowl, can cause a wing deformity that is life-

threatening (Angel Wing)
• Causes overcrowding and increases spread of 

disease
• Impedes migration in birds
• Attracts rodents
• Attracts predators
• Degrades water quality
• Alters natural foraging behavior

Feeding wildlife in Clark 
County Parks is against 
the law under Title 18, 
Chapter 18.30.



Can I carry a 
gun?/ I saw 
someone with 
a gun.

• In Nevada it is legal for adults to open 
carry a firearm outdoors on public 
property

• It is not legal to brandish or discharge a 
firearm. Wetlands Park Nature Center 
buildings are posted to prohibit guns 
inside the facility.

• If you feel threatened, leave the area 
immediately.  If you feel the individual 
carrying a gun is a danger to 
themselves or others, call 9-1-1.  Never 
confront a visitor with a weapon.



Can I take my 
Jeep or dirt 
bike onto 
Wetlands Park 
trails?

• No unauthorized motor vehicles are 
allowed in Wetlands Park. 

• Electric scooters for mobility or electric-
assisted bicycles (on bike trails only) are 
the only powered vehicles allowed.

• To find out where you can go off road, 
check out Off-Road Nevada at 
ohv.nv.gov and click on Trail Maps



Can I take 
photos?

Photos for personal use are always allowed
Professional photographers charging a fee 
are asked to obtain a Film Permit prior to 
their shoot. 
• To get started, professional 

photographers should visit
permits.ccwetlandspark.com and 
follow the link to complete a short 
request form. 

• Professional photographers must also
contact the Clark County Film 
Administrator to apply for a permit 
and pay a small fee.

All photographers must
follow park rules, be in the 
park only from dawn to 
dusk (open hours), and 
not block trails, impede 
park visitors, or trample 
vegetation.



Where are the 
beavers or 
other 
animals?

The Nature Preserve is a natural area, and 
the wildlife is not managed by Parks and 
Rec. We cannot guarantee you will spot 
animals during your visit.

• Many animals will hide at the first sounds 
of human visitors. 

• Many animals (including beaver) are 
active only at night or dawn/dusk. 

• Many animals stay under the shelter of 
vegetation during the hottest part of the 
day. 



What are you 
doing about 
homeless 
people in the 
park?

It is not illegal to be homeless. People in the 
park during open hours who have their 
possessions with them will not be asked to 
leave if they are not breaking park rules.
However, it is illegal to camp in any Clark 
County Park. This is of special concern here in 
Wetlands Park if you see evidence of a fire 
ring or stove – fire danger is very high here, 
and open flames of any kind are prohibited. 
You can report an active camp to Park staff 
or law enforcement (311).
For information about regional efforts and 
services for the homeless in Southern Nevada, 
visit HelpHopeHome.org.



Can I bring a 
big group to 
the park?

Currently because of the pandemic and 
the governor’s mandate, large groups 
are not allowed. 

Wetlands Park is not offering any rentable 
spaces. The Café is closed.

As this is a public space, we ask that 
when you are approaching other visitors, 
you wear a mask.



Can I bring a 
big group to 
the park?
Under normal 
operations.

• Wetlands Park is open to the public.
• Groups of more than 20 are asked to let us 

know in advance that they are coming, so 
we can advise them if other large groups 
will be in the park or possibly suggest an 
alternate date or time.

• We ask for no more than 30 people from 
one group in the Exhibit Hall at one time, or 
together on the trails at one time.

• The Picnic Café in is typically open for use 
by all park visitors. At times, we may have 
programs in the Café and tables will not be 
available for general use. If a group uses the 
Café but has not paid to reserve it, they 
may not exclude other visitors. This means 
they not post signs, utilize the counter, or use 
every table for their group.



What are the 
birds, tracks, 
or plants I 
saw?

Bird and animal guides are available. We 
recommend our Pocket Guide, on sale in 
the Nature Store. Wetlands Park also offers 
Plant ID walks for volunteers and birding 
programs for volunteers and the public
Great sources of information include:
• Birdandhike.com – click on Wildlife or 

Vegetation for help IDing species specific 
to our region

• iNaturalist.org – check out the Wetlands 
Park Nature Journal to see some of the 
frequently spotted species.

• AllAboutBirds.org and Audubon.org
• Merlin bird app



More Questions
• Are there mosquitoes? Do they carry diseases?

• Why can’t I wade or swim in the water?

• How long does it take to get to the Wash? (aka the Big 
Bridge, the “river,” etc.)

• Where’s the best place to walk with little kids?

• Where can I get drinking water?

• Where can I picnic? Can I barbecue?

• Can I camp?

• Can I fly a drone?



And More Questions

• Can I drop off turtles, birds, fish, etc.?

• Why is the water dirty/scummy/foamy?

• When do the gates open/close? Can I get out after they close?

• Why do I see other people with bikes, ATVs, dogs, etc. if you don’t
allow them?



Phone Questions
• How do I get there?

• What are the hours?

• What does it cost to come to Wetlands Park?

• Is Wetlands Park a water park?

• I am lost out in the Park somewhere. 
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